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CALL FOR PAPERS 

 

The Language Centre of the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, in collaboration with AICLU 
(Italian Association of University Language Centres), is pleased to announce the 25th AICLU 
Seminar, "Learning, teaching and assessment of languages: digital perspectives and 
opportunities", to be held on the 23rd and 24th of September 2021, in mixed mode, i.e. in presence 
and remotely, at the Language Centre, in Largo Sant'Eufemia, 19 - Modena. 

The use of technological tools as an alternative to or in support of more traditional methods is no 
longer considered a novelty in the context of language learning (Chapelle, 2001; Laurillard, 2002; 
Holec, 2009; Guichon, 2012; Salinas, Cabrera & Ríos, 2012 ; Reinders & Pegrum, 2015; Lai, 2017; 
Li, 2017; Mangenot, 2017; Blume, 2019; Nissen, 2019; Soubrié, 2020) and its evaluation (Freedle, 
1990; Gruba & Corbel, 1993; Fulcher, 1998; Chalhoub-Deville, 1999; Chalhoub-Deville & Deville, 
1999; Fulcher, 1999; Taylor, Kirsch, Eignor & Jamieson, 1999; Fulcher, 2000; Linacre, 2000; 
Fulcher, 2003; Gershon, 2005; Chapelle & Douglas, 2006; Dikli, 2006; Chapelle, 2008; Karim, 
Kaminsky & Behrend, 2014; Stevenson & Phakiti, 2014; Berkey & Halfond, 2015; Chapelle, Cotos & 
Lee, 2015; Ketab, Clarke & Haskell-Dowland, 2015; Liao, 2016; D'Souza & Siegfeldt, 2017; Ranalli, 
Link & Chukharev-Hudilainen, 2017; Weiner & Hurtz, 2017; Cotos, 2018; Zechner & Evanini, 2019; 
Purpura, Davoodifard & Voss, 2021). 

However, the recent global situation has transformed an opportunity into a pressing and inevitable 
necessity that has led all the actors involved in the training and evaluation process to radically 
change their way of teaching and assessing. 

The purpose of this seminar is to gather and represent the voices of these actors with the intent of 
taking stock of the current state of the art, evaluate the successes, learn from the failures, and from 
here onwards start to (re)-design the future of university language centres to allow them to develop 
the activities they have always carried out within their institutions in an increasingly diversified way. 

Papers should focus on the following issues: 

● the assessment and self-assessment of language skills through digital tools; 

● innovative approaches for foreign language distance teaching and learning;  

● distance learning and languages for specific purposes;  



● teaching and assessment in language courses for university teachers (EMI) and staff; 

● specific learning difficulties (SpLDs) and disability: distance learning of languages and 
assessment strategies; 

● syllabus of written and oral skills in distance learning. 

However, other proposals relating to seminar themes will also be taken into consideration. 

There will be two types of presentations: 

● papers given on site or remotely, lasting 15 minutes, followed by 5-minutes discussion; 

● virtual posters. 

Languages for presentations: English, French, German, Italian, Spanish. 

Proposals, of up to 300 words (excluding references), accompanied by 5 bibliographic references 
and written in the language used for the presentation, should be sent to the address 
aiclu2021@unimore.it by 30 June 2021. 

Each abstract must include the type of presentation (paper or virtual poster) and the author authors' 
personal data: name, surname, affiliation, e-mail address. 

Notification of acceptance will be sent to authors via email in July 2021. 

There will be a registration fee of 30 euros. 

Further information will soon be available at: https://didattica.cla.unimore.it/ 
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